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J'0hh:30f^3  INSTITUTE 
30 miles  southuest  of Austin  on Driftv/sod Road, 
.-lays  County,   Te^as. 

m 

££e^nlLiLw:3££:     iVir'   ant* ^rs»   Tom ^*3Kip,   Driftvrood   ?oad,  Hay County,  Texas 

QS^LSL ^r®2ii2S.:     1-52-53 

Arcjaitecrb:     thiknovm 

li^J^I6.^"*     -I0*111 Hoy,   stone mason  employed by Prof.   7b.onas Johnson 

Present  GjOnditi_on.:     Fair 

Materials  of Construction.:     ^ative limestone,   cypress,  pne  and  coder. 

Other -^i^t^ng^^orda:     None 

^rVrtional Data: 

The  pi-n of  thin  tvra  ssor"  buildiny is   "If  shaped;   the 
building facer?   practised ly 3outh.   It  reflects  tvro influonces: 
Monterrey Colonial  anr'  ^ew  ^np;l-.nd  Colonial,   •. Mount  '■'ernon type 
of  tvro story porch had been planned across  tho  entire  south front, 
but Prof.   Johnson died before   this  ide:i boc-ne a reality.   The 
first  portion of  the buildiny,   that part  facing south,   ??as  completed 
in  1853;   it consisted of two rooms and a  stair hall on the  ^irst 
floor and a large class room on the  SOCVKI floor,   hach room on the 
first floor had a fireplace;   the rooi;i on the second floor hod  two 
fireplaces,  one at  each end. 

Immediately on completion of  the first unit the v/ing 
facing east was added,   vrhich consisted of throo  largo rooms,   a 
bath  room and a v/est porch  on  each floor.   Interior flooring is random 
width pine,  oriceptiny floor in north room and bathroom on first 
floor which is  flagstone.   First floor porch floor is  flaystone; 
second floor porch   floor is cedar,  joists,  porch columns,   lintels 
anC   sills are  of  coder;   window and  door frames  ore  cypre.. s.   Tnis 
wing contains  four fireplaces,   tsro on  each floor,   the mantles of 



fi-\        TVi-'— '■SOP 

P;,.!7 0 

# 

',*■"' "1 0 '"* nrO VOJ1 ■' a ' a"] "■!• 

Roof Is pitched aypro;cl: .atoly four to twelve and 
was originally co?er3u with "..and solit cypress shinyles, lot or 
covered with yalvaiiizod iron. Tv-.. building is approximately 
fifty feet across the south and one hundred feet across the 
east; first floor ceiling height is appropriately twelve feet; 

icon.0. *i .-■ x>r celling ■leiyh.t  is 
rfae builder of  thi. 

aoproriiiately nine feet. 
; builsinh and founder  of the 

school 7K3 Prof. Thoraas Johnson, a native of Virginia, who 
cane to Te.::as about 13-ld. He taught school in Lockhart and 
Jebherville, then founded this school; the school included 
all grades froin oriir.er throurh college. In 1852, the first 
year,   the school's   enrollment was forty students;   in  167S, 
the  school closed, 3nrol linen t was  two hundred.   Students 
took active part  in all labor  about   the placo,   supplied plenty 
of  g..,raa  for the   larder,  which v/as a  very enjoyable and com- 
paratively simple chore,   as  the country abounded with ample 
wild life. 

Originally  vhere were fifteen or twenty single 
rocwi cabins  oast  of the .main building which were used for mens1 

dormitories. None of  those remain.   The young women,  girls and 
the dialler boys  lived in the main building. 

Much of  this  information was  furnished by Mr. 
and UTB.   Ton Kemp,   present  owners who res^ld^ in  the old building. 

Autaor: 
Bartlett 

Date;       June  16,   1937 
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